BA 1954

SHAVER STORE 1886
FREELAND
PRIVATE

This large mansard roofed house served the expanded store business
of James L. Gemmill who also served ags the postmaster of Freeland.
Its spaciousness suggests a design to serve summer boarders. The
house is currently used as a residence and antique furniture store.
The original Victorian scroll work of the porch has been replaced by
post-and-pier supports typical of the Colonial Revival era. The
house 1s three full stories, including the mansard level. The
visible roof surface is bluish-green pressed tin, punctuated by
gable-roofed dormers. On the track side of the house (west), there
is a two story bay with three surfaces, providing windows at the
first story, but a at the second level there is a sheltered balcony
trimmed with iron grillwork railings. The balcony roofing is
decorated with scroll brackets. This is a remarkably large house,
an unusually gracious house for the north end of the county.
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. The former Freelands Post Office is a large Mansard roofed house
with prominent bay windows and a full-width front proch, a remarkably
large house for the north county, & remarkably graclous house to £ind
in a location so close to the road. It faces the south edge of Free-
land Road and the deck of the hip-roofed steore porch is only a step
above grade. The porch posts are replacements, being square and hollow
columns, typical of the Colonial Revival era, and Set on brick piers
topped by concrete slabse 0id.photos show.bracketed posts without
the piers.

“'ﬁfThé-féheéﬁratiqﬁ‘£éhing'Eﬁé“ﬁdfCh’ié7é‘miituféﬁgf*&OméSEic and
commercial with some sash windows and some store-front windows.
. The main facade is three bays wide, with a one-over-one double-
hung sash windéw in the center, flanked on either side Dby elaborate
three-surfaced windows with individual mansard roofs, architraves,
cornices, and Italianate bracketing.

The windows installed in these complex bays are typical l-over=—l
types. The surfaces facing the street contain contiguous twin
sash windows.,

The attic or Mansard level has three gable-roofed dormers with
1~over—1 sash windows,the upper sash having a slightly round~topped
panes or lights. ' ” '

The sides of the house follow the same style, with five mansard
bays in the top storye. The side wall (on the west, or railroad side)
contains a two-story bay window with three surfaces; there are three
windows opeéning from this bay at  the first story, but the second story
opens up as a sheltered balcony. There is iron grillwork for a balcony
railing, scroll=sawn bracketing overhead. o o

Ordinary windows occupy the other positions flanking the central
bay and balcony. At first-story level the window nearest the street
is full sided l-over-l double-hung sash window, but the other three
windows are small, rectangular, transoms, Seb high in the walls of the
commercial sterage rooms. At second story-level, the four windows are
of domestic design, similar to others in the house.

_The east facade is four bays deep, without projections, fenestrated
with four dormers and irregularly arranged l-over-—l sash windows.

Chimneys are located between Ath and 5th bays, counting back from
the street facade, rising through the mansarding surface.'fThe v1§1ble

roofing material is . pressed tin, bluish-green in colore
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This large, Mansarded frame house represented the improved setting
for James L.Gemmill's general store business, which had functioned
since at least 1866 on the north side of Freelands Road, also on.the
east side of the Northern Central tracks., Gemmill was married to
Sarah Jane Freeland, and that made him son-in-law of the person for
for whom the depot was named. The county paper in the summer of 1886
reported: ‘ Do LT o

Mre JosLe Gemmill is erecting a commodious store
and dwelling at Freeland, Northern Central Railroad.(1l).

The 1898 Bromley atlas (Pl. 31) shows the building found there
today as the "Store and P.,0." The Freeland post office had been estab-
lished in 1851 in the Gemmill store across the road, The building was
worth $2000 on the 1896 tax ledger and was charged to the storekeeper's
widow, Mrs, Sarah H, Gemmill, (2) In 1910, Mrs, Gemmill sold to .
Issac Shaver and wife along with 56 acres. In 1913, J. Elmer Shaver
and wife bought the place and held it four decades., Shaver was post-—
master since 19251929, i ;

The 1915 Bromley atlas showed the Shaver store and the 1918 tax
ledger of the Seventh District showed John E, and Mary Shaver with
50 acres and a Dwelling 38 by L7 feet; they also had a barn 36x56($952)
and $2000 in "Assets." The three-story house was worth $2545.(3)

All told, the spacious structure gave Freeland Station a look of
prosperity. Elmer Shaver died on December 2, 1936, and his wife kept
the place until 1953, selling to Albert H. Froelich-in 1953. (L4)

In 1966 Albert He. Froelich and wife sold to Ervin Gist Poe,III
and his wife Laverne Marie Poe., Mr. Poe conducts an antique shop in
the large building and the porch is filled with objects of art of various
kinds in heaps and piles. It is still a striking, handsome building
that shows that Freeland once had a heyday and housed at least one
capitalist in the Gilded Age,

1. Baltimore County Union, July 17, 197 1886, p. 3
2 B.C. Tax Ledger, District 6, 1896, Account No. 204=39.

) 3«- BesCe Tax Ledgel", District 7,' fe 767

Le B.C. DEeds, GLB 2283; 107
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory &a%’of;iéially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Cd8e of Maryland, Article 41, Sectlon 181 KAy

1974 Supplement.

2 The''Sut¥ey and Inventory are being prépafed for-iaférmation
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights;
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SHAVER STORE BA 1954
Baltimore County, Maryland
J. McGrain, October 1979
Neg. located at MHT

North or main facade from NW
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SHAVER STORE BA 1954
Baltimore County, Maryland
Photographer unknown, c¢1900
Neg. ovned . by Andrew Clemens.
North facade







SHAVER STORE BA 1954
Baltimore County, Maryland
J. McGrain, October 1980
Neg. located at MHT

East facade from NE




